Minority Participation in Biobanks: An Essential Key to Progress.
Biobanks are critical resources for biomedical research and will be a driving force behind personalized medicine. Although biobanking efforts are increasing across the USA and the world, minority populations are frequently underrepresented in biobanks, which undermines their value. A number of factors have been linked to low rates of minority participation in biobanks, including mistrust of researchers, concerns about privacy and confidentiality, logistical barriers to participation, and inadequate opportunities to participate. There are several strategies biobankers can use to increase participation of minority and underserved populations and optimize the value of their biospecimen collection for research.